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XPUCTOC BOCKPEC

CHRIST IS RISEN !




Hparu napoxujasy,

Ceuma Bama xenuMo cpehne Hactynajyhe
Backpime npasHuKe y3 HajpafOCTHUJI
xpuithaHCKH NO3paB:

XPUCTOC BACKPCE !

Monumo ce Bory ga Bam Backpenu Xpucroc
BOHECE MHp Y Ballic FOMOBE, 3PaBbe U
JRYXOBHY pajiocT i CBako Jo0po.

Banm y Xpucry,

0. Anexcanpap
ca Hpkseanm Opdopom

+++

Dear parishioners,

To all of you we wish blessed Pascha with the
most joyous Christian greeting:

CHRIST IS RISEN !

We pray to God that the resurrected Christ may
bring peace into your homes, health and spiritual

joy .
Yours in Christ,

Fr. Aleksandar
And the Church Board members




CPIICKA NPABOCIABHA LIPKBA
CBOJOJ [YXOBHOI AELW
O BACKPCY 2003. TOAWHE

NABNE
NO MUIOCTU BOXJIOJ

MPABOCIIABHU APXUENUCKON NERKW, MUTPONOJIUT BEOTPALICKO-KAPROBAYKH
M MATPUIAPX CPIICKH, CA CBUMA APXVIEPEIMMA CPINICKE NPABOCNABHE LIPKBE,
CBEWTEHCTBY, MOHALLUTBY ¥ CBUMA CUHOBUMA U KhEPUMA HALLIE CBETE
UPKBE: BRAIOOAT, MUNOCT ¥ MUP Off BOFA OUA, Y TOCNOOA HALLET UCYCA
XPUCTA, U IYXA CBETOrA, ¥3 PALIOCHU BACKPUIMU NO3OPAB:

KPWUCTOC BACKPCE!
Bpaho u cecrpe v Nocnogy Pacnierome u Backpoiome, apara AyxXoBHa Aeuo,

Backpcerse XpucroBo BUAEBILUNK,
noxnoHrmo ce Ceerome Focriogy Hicycy,
Jegunome GesrpewHoMe..,

Kao wro cy My ce kpo3 Bekose KNAKLanW, a U ganac My ce knarbajy, MuInoHu
HoeroBux yueHKKa.

Mo vemy ce My xpuwhaun paznukyiemMo og Apyrux myamu? Ynpaeo no rome wWio ce
Kpcry Hoerosom knaamMo v ceeto Backpcetbe Mberoso npocnasramo.

Xpucros Kper u Hberoso Backpcetbe, Apara Hawg AeUo AYXoBHa v OTaxbuHKu U y
pacejarby, NpeacTasbajy CYWTHHY Hawer MuBOTa, Halle Bepe 1 Halle Hape. Y huMa
je 6uo 1 octao cuucao Hawer pahara, XUB/BEEHhE U YMUDaa. [To peun ceetor
anocrona Naena, ako Xpucroc Huje Backpcao, OHAa je v3anyaHa Bepa Haua,
GecuucneH u xusoT Haw (cp. 1. Kop 15,14-19}).

lMpexo Kpcra Hberosor u Pacneha oTkpuBa HaM ce u gapyle neunspeyusa Tajna
6owancke spybGasu, Jasrba Ham ce Bor Kao BeuHa ucTuHcka nybas, Kao ybas koja
ce KpTBYje 3a apyre, 3@ /byae v Hapode, 2a ueo ceeT. 04 Takse /bybasu HeMa HUTKH
moxe 6urty Behe. Ha Kpcry Ham ce Xpucroc, Cun Boxju, nokasyje kao bor Koju He
CamMo WTo NpU3Kea Ha JuyBas Hero nokasyje sybas Ha asny, KpTeyivhu ce 3a gpyre
6e3 ocratka. MoAroTcka XpUcToBa XpTBa je OTKPUBEerE Befinke TajHe camoxprTaeHe
bowancke reybasu Kojom Bor rpau u munyje cea 6uha, cBa cTeopesa. Y npuponu je
rpy6asu, na u obuuHe 3eMasscke sbybasu, 4a Aapyje panocr u aa paha HOBU KUBOT,
3eMasucka bybas je Taksa 3aTo WTo je oHa ornepanc Boxancke sbybasu koja je
CTBOpW/Ia Bacueny CBET W yaaxHyna csoj aax y reapu v 6uha. Ykonuko je sbybGas Ha
seMsbu, Mely reyauma, cnuurmnja 60maHCKoj rbybaBu, YTONUKO je UCTUHUTUjE U
by6rsa. A Hema Behe HUW ucTuHKHTH]e fbyBary of oHe 48 HEKO XMUBOT CBOj MpTBYje 3a
bnwxre ceoje. Taksa je 6una n ocrana Xpucrosa reybas. Taksa je u sbybas cBux
Hherosux cnenberuxa. CTora CaMo OHYW SBYOHU M HAPOAKM KOJKU MUBE TOM,



KPCHOBACKPCHOM foyBaBrby MOry cebe cMaTpaTh AYXOBHO KUBUME ¥ jecy LoCTOjHU
wusora seurora (cp. Oan 13,46},

Mopea Tora wro Ham ce yackum Kpcrom XpucToBuM OTKpUBa 1 gapyje npensobube
fey6aen Boije W WTo HEroBUM HOWEeHeM NoCTajeMo JOCTOIHK XUBOTE BEYHOra,
HUMe HaMm ce jaBrsa jow jenmHa senuka uctuHa: Xpucroso Pacnehe wa Kpcry otkpusa
HaM CMKCA0 JbYACKOra cTpajarka. Y Jiuky Pacnerora XpucTa v y AiMKosuMa ABojnue
pasbojHuka pacrietux nopen MHbera wa FoAroTy npeacTas/bLed je cas fbyacku pog.
Crpagare je, HauMe, YAeo CBUX oYK HE 3eMfbU, 8MU CY PasAUYKUTH pa3niosu 36or
KOjuX reyam crpagajy. Carnacko JeBanBerpy XpuctoBom, jeaun crpagaly 36or csojux
rpexocsa, apyru 3601 rpexosa CBOjUx npegaka, a tpehu paayu Tora 4a Ce Npexo KX
npocnaev Ume Bowje. Tako ce wa Fonroty, crpanarem Hajseher MpaseaHuka,
Kpucra MNocnoaa, npojasuna seybas Boxja. Crpagare nokajaror pasbojHuka
nocRyxuno je wemy 3a ounwherse og rpexa, of 3Ao4KHa Koje je Hekal YYuHKuo, a
pacneT onpac CBOjOM KPBfeY U CBOjMM nokajarsem. Apyru, nax, pasbojHuk, oHaj
Henokajanu, Koju je Takohe nocrpasao Ha KpCTy, CBOJOM MPXHHOM npeMa bory u
CBOjUM 3noYMHKUMa 0BeCMUCAKO je He CaMo cBoje CTpanae Hero U CBoj MUBOT.

To, aakne, Wro ce poroawno ka Fosarotu, goralha ce y CBEYKYNHO] /byACKO] HCTOPUin.
fMpasepnvuy crpagajy aa 6u nocranu joul npaseaHuin: Nponalse Kpos CTpalaka Kao
31aT0 KPO3 oramk fa 6K HUXO0Ba NpaBefHOCT 3abaucTana BevHoM ceeTnowhy.

pewnnm myauMa Koiu ce Kaly crpagarne nocraje u3sop BDAKHE, NPenopoas,
HenposiasHe MyApocTy ¥ 3uarba. Oun Seyam, mebytum, Koju HeMaly Bepe u noxajarea
3a ceoje rpexe cTpagarsem noctaly jow cyposuin, cprbaly cege aybree y AYKOBHO
CRennno, MpKiby ¥ oanojeheHoct w Ha Bora u Ha yae.

Op osora Tpeher Heka 6u Hac Bacrponn XpucToc cee cadysao! A cavysahe Hac axo
JOCTaMEMO ¥ Bepu”, No peuu anoctons [Tasna, ¥ aKo NoCTaNeMo CBECHHW Henponaste
UCTUHE KUBOTA ,J8 HaM Kpo3 MHore HeBo/be Basba yhu y Hapcrso webecko® ([lan
14,22). Jep, crpafaber He CaMo IWTO Ce NaMeT CTUYE, KAaKD CY roBopuin ApesHn
Jenuuu, HEro OHO NOMaME MLYANME 1 HAPOAUMS A8 Ce O HUWTaBHUX CTBapH...
o6pahajy Bory wusome” ([Jan 14,21). Camo 18Kko cxBaheHa 1 JOXUB/LEHa, Halla
NuHME CTpagarka, CTPaAaha Hawer Hapoda, crapa, HOBa v HajHoBula, U CTRaNBHa
CBUX 3eMabCKNX Hapoas nobujajy csoj NpaBu CMUCA0 1K 3HaYeILe,

flosasrbaMo: cee Ham TO cBenoun Xpucrosa MNonrorta u Hoeroso crpagatbe, obacjano
cBETOM U cBeTo3aproM Tajuom therosor Backpcewa.

Eto 3awro ce My Kpcry XpucTosom iakbamo ¥ Backpoerne Hheroso npocnasibamo!
Ero zawro Kper W crpagame Feeroso nocraly anobega nan cvphy v nek GecMprHocty,
W3BOP BacCKpoera u BedHor dupota. OHO WTo je HajbecMucnenuje nocraje wseop
Hajaybreer cuucna. Y Tome je tajHa Xpucrosor Backpcera Kao KBacla HOBOT XUBOTA.

Tbyav oBora cBeTa HeNPeKuaHo rosope o pedopMama y APYWTEY ¥ nokywasajy fa
cTeOpe ,HOBOr YoBeKa”. 3acuusajyhiu npomere Ha Merbarby ,HUIUITaBHUX CTBaPU" 1 Ha
noBpwHOM npunaroiasary Oyxy oBor Beka, 6e3 oceharba MUBOHOCHO! Oriba
Backpcemwa XpUCToBor, Koju cacrasisa, oBHaBa ¥ oBekoseyyie cse yera ce
DOTAKHe, OHU U CamMu NocTajy 3apobiberniit HULITABWAG K NPONasKocTH.

Taxsu 6u xTenu u Lipkey aa pedopunuty, wusehy v 3abnyan ga je oHa cnuua
ISMATBCKUM, FBYACKUM opradu3aumjama, Koje, pa 6u oncrane, Mopaly Cranto 4a ce



Mersajy u npunarohasajy. Lpksa, mehytuM, mepyu %usot cseMoryhom mepom
Xpucrosor Backpcera v rermMe obacianor jeyackor gocrojancraa. Kao Taksa ona
HUKanga He npecraje Aa obHaRLS CBAKOTa HOBEKa KoM Aonasyu Ha oBaj cBeT U Ja CBe
Hapoge, Kao 1 cae 0bnacTu ¥ CBe CTPYKTYDE /byYHCKOr MUBIbeHa, NpU3nea Ha
HENPECTaHo YCaBpUWaBae u Memhatbe Ka 6omnem,

Umajyhu Gowancko 6e3Mepie 3a Mepy cBera 3eMHOra u fbyACKOra, oHa He camo Wio
NpUsKes sbyie Y HapPOAe Ha CTASMHO YCaBPpWaBahe 1 y3pacrarke Y Mepy pacra
nyuohe Xpucrose® (Ed 4,13), nero um, cunom Backpcerma, gaje v moh 3a Takso
beckpajHo yspacrarbe. Mputom, gajyhu cBeMy BeuyHn CMUCa0 U 3Haverbe, Lipksa ve
Ho3BObaBa Aa ndum Gyae orpaduyeHa WM CYXeHa y oCcTBapuBary ede Bomancke
Mucuje. Hboj Huwita WTe je sbyacko uuje Tyhe, anm BCToBPeMeNHo HUWITE fbYICKO He
MOXe A8 je nopotu. Hu 3emMHn XUBOT, HU CMPT, HU BpEeMe, HIXK OHO WTO byau
cTeapajy y BpemeHy ¥ WTo je rumMe ycnosbedo: Ko he Hac pacrasutu ol sbyGabu
Xpucrose? Kanocr u Teckoba, WK robetbe, WK FAag, Wik rofoThisa, WA onacHocT,
wnu Mad?.. Jep cam yBepeH fa Hac HY CMPT, HIt KBOT, HK aulieny, HU Nornasapcrea,
HI CHNE, HU CAAGWIbOCT, HU OyayhHocT, UM BHCHUHE, HK AyOuHa, HUTU UKaKsa [Apyra
Tsap xwehe mohu ogsojuTu on reybasu Boxje koja je v Xpucty Wcycy FNocnogy Hatuem™
(Pum 8,35-39). Cnyxehu jenrHom Hapody, oHa ce Tpyau da Oyne CBETNOCT CBUM
HBPOoOOUME W CBUM JbYOUME, ¥ TOXIBLY A8 CBe Hapoae npeTsopyu v jenaw Hapopn, Hapoa
Bowjun, na ceu 6yay jesHo kao wro je jegro Ortay ca Cuuowm u Oyxom Ceetum (cp. Iu
17,21}. Ovyna, no peun ucror Anocrona, y Lipken ,HUKO off Hac He WHUBK caMoMe
cebu, 1 HUKO He ymupe caMome cebu; jep ako MuBumMo, MOCNOAY KUBUMO, aKO K
ymupeno, locnoay yMupemo. Hawie, u Kag HuBuMO W Kal ymupemo, Focnositkyu cMo.
Jep 3at0 XpUcToc n ympe M BacKpee U OKBE 4a oBAaLa ¥ XuBuMa u umpteuma” (Pum
14,8-9).

Moknonumo ce, pawne, 6paho u cecrpe, gpara Hawa aeuo Ayxosua, Hhewy,
Focnogapy susota v cmptyu, Focnogy BackponoM u Backpcurersy cBekonuke
Teopesune, Koju je ,Xneb wusota® wro ,cube ¢ Heba®™ u gaje ce ,3a xupor ceera” (Jn
6,48~-51)! 3anesajMo CBU, jeaHuM ycTuMa 1 jeHuM cpuemM, pagocHy necmy lacxe:

XpUCToc Backpoe ua MpTseux,
cmphy cMpT nobepuBiun
¥ OHUME Y rpoboBKME MUBOT HapOBaBUI,

XPUCTOC BACKPCE!
Dawo vy Narpujapwuju cpnckoj y Beorpaay, o Backpey 2003. roguue.
Bawm monuteeHuuy npen Pacnetum u Backpommm MNocnoposm:

Apxmenuckon nehku,
Mutpononnut GeorpascKo-KapioBauu u
Natpujapx cpncku NABJIE

MuTpononur 3arpebauko-rybreanckyn JOBAH
MUTDONOAUT UPHOTOPCKO-NPWMOPCKY
AMOUNOXWIE

MUTpononuT cpeabesanagHoamMepuyuKy
XPUCTODOP

Mutpononut gabpobocanckn HUXKONMAD



Enuckon wabauxko-sarsescku JIABPEHTUIE
Eruckon wuwku HPUHE]

Enuckon 3gopHuuko-Tyananucku BACUWIAIE
Enuckon cpemcry BACUITAIE

Enuckon bambanyuku JEQPEM

Envickon Gynumckw JTYKHAIAH

Eunckon kasancku FEOPTAIE

Enucion aycTpanuicko-HOBO3ENaACK:
MuTtpoonnuje Hosorpavasuuke HAKAHOP
Enuckon 3a AMepinky u Kasdaay

Murpononuje Hosorpavanuure JIOHTAH
-Enuckon ucrouscamepnydkyu MUTPODAH
Enuckon Ganarcxu XPU30OCTOM

Enuckon 6avku UPUHE]

Enucxkon Spurancko-ckaxaurascky JOCUTED
Enuckon pawko-npuspercku APTEMUIE
Enuckon-AgMuuucrpatop wuuku ATAHACHIE
Enuckon buxahko-nerposayiu XPU30CTOM
Enuckon oceuko-norbeky v Saparscku JIYKUIAH
Enuckon cpemrboesponcky KOHCTAHTUAM
Enuckon sanagroesponcku JIYKA

Enuckorn Tumouxn JYCTUH

Enuckon sparecky NAXOMKIE

Enuckon wymaguickn JOBAH

Enuckon cnasoscku CABA

Enucion 6parunvescky WIMHLATUIE

Enuckon munewescku OUNAPET

Enuckon panmarurcku GOTUIE

Enuckon saxymcko-xepuerosauku MPHTOPUIE
Enuckon SyauMnancko-wukiunhicyn JOAHUKWIE
Burapuu Enucron xeocrancku ATAHACHUIE
Bukapuu Enuckon jerapcku FIOPOUPUIE

MutTpononuT senewku v nosapaspeku JOBAH,
NETPUIAPDALIKK Sr3apX ayTOHOMHE
Oxpugcke apxuenuckonuje



The Serbian Orthodox Church
to her spiritual children
at Pascha, 2003

PAVLE

By the grace of God

Orthodox Archbishop of Pec, Metropolitan of Belgrade-Karlovci and Serbian Patriarch,
with all the Hierarchs of the Serbian Orthodox Church—to all the clergy, monastics,
and all the sons and daughters of our holy Church: grace, mercy and peace from
God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, with the joyous
Christmas greeting:

CHRIST IS RISEN!

Brothers and sisters in the Crucified and Resurrected Lord, Our dear spiritual
children,

Having beheld the Resurrection of Christ,
fet us worship the Holy Lord Jesus,
the only Sinless One,

just as millions of His disciples have worshipped Him through the centuries, and
worship Him today.

What makes us Christians different from other people? Truly it is that we worship at
His Cross and we glorify His Resurrection.

Our dear spiritual children both in the homeland and abroad, Christ’s Cross and His
Resurrection constitute the essence of our life, our faith and our hope. The meaning
of our birth, life and death were and are found in them. In the words of the Holy
Apostie Paul, if Christ has not risen, then our faith is in vain and our lives are without
meaning. {cf. I Cor. 15:14-19)

Through His Cross and Crucifixion the unspeakable Mystery of God's love is revealed
and given to us. Through them God reveals Himself to us as eternal true Love, as the
Love which sacrifices itself for the other, for people and nations, and for the whole
world. There is and can be no greater love than this. On the Cross Christ, the Son of
God, shows Himself to us as the God Who not only calls us to love, but Who shows
love in action, sacrificing Himself entirely for others. Christ’s sacrifice on Golgotha is
the revelation of the great mystery of God's self-sacrificial love by which God
embraces and heals all beings and all creation. There is a kind of love in nature, that
is, the common worldly love which brings joy and gives birth to new life. Earthly love
is like this because it reflects the divine love which created the whole world and
which instilled its breath into creatures and all beings. The more the love in this
world, among people, is like this divine love, the more genuine and deeper it is. And
there is no greater nor truer fove than that which leads someone to sacrifice his life



for his neighbor. Christ’s love was and is this kind of love. This is the kind of love
which also belongs to His followers. Therefore only those people and nations which
live by this crucified and resurrected love can consider themselves to be spiritually
alive and worthy of eternal life. (cf Acts 13:46)

Besides the fact that the superabundant love of God is revealed and given to us by
the Precious Cross of Christ and that by enduring it He has made us worthy of
eternal life, it reveals yet another great truth to us: Christ’s crucifixion on the Cross
reveals the meaning of human suffering. In the image of the Crucified Christ and in
the images of the two thieves crucified with Him on Golgotha, the state of the entire
human race is presented to us. Namely, suffering is the lot of everyone on earth, but
the reasons why people suffer differ for each person. According to the Gospel of
Christ, some suffer because of their sins, others because of the sins of their
ancestors, and still others so that God’s name may be glorified in them. Thus on
Golgotha, through the suffering of the most righteous One of all, Jesus Christ, God’s
love was made known. The suffering of the repentant thief was for him unto the
cleansing of his sins and of the evil things he had once done, and in his crucifixion he
was washed by his blood and his repentance. But the other thief, the unrepentant
one, who also suffered on the cross, by his hatred towards God and by his evil deeds
made not only his suffering but also his very life meaningless.

What took place on Golgotha is what has happened throughout all of human history.
The just suffer in order to become even more just: they pass through their suffering
like gold through the furnace so that thelr righteousness might shine with an
everlasting radiance.

For sinners who repent, suffering becomes a fountain of virtues and of regeneration,
of unending wisdom and understanding. But those people who have no faith and no
repentance for their sins become through suffering even more cruel; they wander
ever deeper into spiritual blindness, hatred and bitterness towards God and man.

May the Risen Christ keep us all from being this third kind! And He will protect us if
we “stand fast in the faith,” in the words of St. Paul, and if we become aware of the
eternal truth of life that "It is through many tribulations that must we enter the
Kingdom of Heaven” (Acts 14:22). For the point of suffering in not merely to bring us
to our senses, as the ancient Greeks would say, but to help people and nations “to
turn away from useless things to the living God.” (Acts 14:15). Only when
understood and experienced in this way can our own personal suffering, the suffering
of our people past and present, and the suffering of all the peoples of the earth,
acquire its true meaning and significance.

To repeat: All this is testified to by Christ’s passion on Golgotha and by His suffering,
as seen in the light of the holy and brilliant Mystery of His Resurrection.

This is why we worship the Cross of Christ, and why we glorify His Resurrection! This
is why His Cross and suffering have become victory over death and the medicine of
immortality, the fountain of resurrection and eternal life. That which is the most
senseless has become the source of deepest meaning. So the mystery of Christ’s
resurrection is like the leaven of new life.

People of this world constantly talk about reforms in society and try to create a “new
man.” Basing their reforms on changing “trivial matters” and on superficial



adaptations to the spirit of this age, without any appreciation for the life-bearing fire
of Christ's Resurrection which establishes, renews and perpetuates everything it
touches, they themselves become captives of emptiness and impermanence,

These are the kind of people who would also like to reform the Church, living under
the delusion that it is like worldly, human organizations which, in order to survive,
must constantly change and adapt themselves, But the Church measures life by the
perfect measure of Christ’'s Resurrection and the human dignity it reveals. As such it
never ceases to renew every person who comes into this world, as well as every area
and every structure of human life, calling them to constantly greater perfection and
change for the better.

Having the infinity of God as the measure of everything which is earthly and human,
not only does the Church call people and nations to a constant process of ever
greater perfection and growth “into the measure of the stature of the fuliness of
Christ” (Ephesians 4:13), but by the power of the Resurrection it gives the ability to
achieve this never-ending growth. So, in giving everything its eternal meaning and
significance, the Church cannot accept any kind of limits or restrictions to the
carrying out of its divine mission. Nothing human is alien to her, but at the same
time nothing human can enslave her—neither earthly life, nor death, nor time, nor
whatever people do over time which restricts them: “Who shall separate us from the
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword? ... For I am convinced that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which Is i Christ
Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8: 35-39) Even while serving a particular nation, the
Church attempts to be a light to all nations and all people, attempting to transform
all peoples into one People, the People of God, that all may be one as the Father is
one with the Son and the Holy Spirit (see John 17:21}. Therefore, in the words of the
Apostie, in the Church "none of us live to ourselves, and none of us die to ourselves,
For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord, Therefore,
whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and
rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the living and the dead.”
(Romans 14: 8-9)

And so, brother and sisters, our dear spiritual children, let us worship Him, the Lord
of life and death, the Lord Who is risen and Who bestows resurrection upon all
creation, Who is the "Bread of Life” Who has “come down from heaven” and Who is
given “for the life of the world!” (John 6: 48-51). Let us all sing with one mouth and
one heart the joyous Paschal hymn:
Christ is risen from the dead,
Trampling down death by death,
And upon those in the tombs bestowing life!
CHRIST IS RISEN!
Givern at the Serbian Patriarchate in Belgrade at Pascha, 2003.
Your intercessors before the Crucified and Risen Lord,

Archbishop of Pec, Metropolitan of Belgrade-Karlovci and Serbian Patriarch PAVLE



Metropolitan of Zagreb and Liubljana JOVAN

Metropolitan of Montenegro and the Coastlands AMPHILOHIJE
Metropolitan of Midwestern America CHRISTOPHER
Metropolitan of Dabro-Bosna NIKOLAJ

Bishop of Shabac-Valjevo LAVRENTLIE

Bishop of Nish IRINEZ

Bishop of Zvornik-Tuzla VASILIJE

Bishop of Srem VASILIJE

Bishop of Bania Luka JEFREM

Bishop of Budim LUKIJAN

Bishop of Canada GEORGILIE

Bishop of Australia and New Zealand (New Gracanica Metropolitanate) NIKANOR
Bishop for America and Canada (New Gracanica Metropolitanate) LONGIN
Bishop of Eastern America MITROPHAN

Bishop of Banat CHRYSOSTOM

Bishop of Backa IRINEJ

Bishop of Great Britain and Scandinavia DOSITE]
Bishop of Ras and Prizren ARTEMIJE

Bishop - Administrator of Zica ATANASIIJE

Bishop of Bihac and Petrovac CHRYSOSTOM
Bishop of Osijek and Baranja LUKIJAN

Bishop of Central Europe CONSTANTINE

Bishop of Western Europe LUKA

Bishop of Timok JUSTIN

Bishop of Vranje PAHOMIJE

Bishop of Sumadija JOVAN

Bishop of Slavonia SAVA

Bishop of Branicevo IGNATIIE

Bishop of Milesevo FILARET

Bishop of Dalmatia FOTLIE

Bishop of Zahumilje and Hercegovina GRIGORIJE
Bishop of Budimlje and Niksic JOANIKIJE

Vicar Bishop of Hvostno ATANASIIE

Vicar Bishop of Jegar PORFIRIJE

Metropolitan of Veles and Povardara JOVAN;
Patriarchal Exarch of the Autonomous Archdiocese of Ohrid

10



Why Are Vigil Lamps Lit Before Icons
by St. Nikolai of Ohrid and Zica

Living Water

First - because our faith is light. Christ said: T am the light of the world (John
8,12). The light of the vigil lamp reminds us of that light by which Christ
illumines our souls.

Second - in order to remind us of the radiant character of the saint before whose
icon we light the vigil lamp, for saints are called sons of light (John 12,36; Luke
16,8).

Third - in order to serve as a reproach to us for our dark deeds, for our evil
thoughts and desires, and in order to call us to the path of evangelical light; and so
that we would more zealously try to fulfill the commandments of the Saviour:
"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works"
(Matthew 5,16).

Fourth - so that the vigil lamp would be our small sacrifice to God, Who gave
Himself completely as a sacrifice for us, and as a small sign of our great gratitude
and radiant love for Him from Whom we ask in prayer for life, and health, and
salvation and everything that only boundless heavenly love can bestow.

Fifth - so that terror would strike the evil powers who sometimes assail us even at
the time of prayer and lead away our thoughts from the Creator. The evil powers
love the darkness and tremble at every light, especially at that which belongs to
God and 1o those who please Him.

Sixth - so that this light would rouse us to selflessness. Just as the oil and wick
burn in the vigil lamp, submissive to our will, so let our souls also burn with the
flame of love in all our sufferings, always being submissive to God's will,

Seventh - in order to teach us that just as a vigil lamp cannot be lit without our
hand, so t00, our heart, our inward vigil lamp, cannot be lit without the holy fire
of God's grace, even if it were to be filled with all the virtues. All these virtues of
ours, after all, like combustible material, but the fire which ignites them proceeds
from God.

Eighth - in order to remind us that before anything else the Creator of the world
created light, and after that everything else in order: And God said, let there be
light: and there was light (Genesis 1,3). And it must be so0 also at the beginning of
our spiritual life, so that before anything else the light of Christ's truth would
shine within us, From this light of Christ's truth subsequently every good deed is
ereated, springs up and grows in us.

May the Light of Christ illumine you as well!
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