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CPIICEA ITPABOCJIABHA IIPKBEHA OIIIUTHHA “CB. CABA”

“St. Sava”’ Serbian Grthodox @hureh,

OF BOSTON

33 W. Water Street, Wakefield, MA 01880
Phone: 617-246-9663

Raspored Bogosluzenja

Subota 4. novembar u 9:00 - Zadusnice
Nedelja 5. novembar u 10:00 - Sveti Apostol Jakov
Sreda 8. novembar u 9:00 - Sveti Dimitrije - Mitrovdan
Nedelja 12. novembar u 10:00 - Sveti Kraj Milutin
Utorak 14. novembar u 9:00 - Sveti Kosma i Damjan - Vraci
Cetvrtak 16. novembar u 9:00 - Obnovjenje Hrama Svetog
Velikomucenika Georgija -
Djurdjic
Nedelja 19. novembar u 10:00 - Sveti Pavle
Utorak 21. novembar u 9:00 - Sabor Svetog Arhangela Mihaila
Arandjelovdan
Petak 24. novembar u 9:00 - Sveti Kraj Stefan Decanski i
Sveta Kneginja Milica -
Mratindan
Nedelja 26. novembar u 10:00 - Sveti Jovan Zlatousti
(Osvecenje Kapele Sv. Save)

Schedule of Services

Saturday, November 4 at 9:00 - Memorial Saturday (parastos)
Sunday, November 5 at 10:00 - St. James
Wednesday, November 8 at 9:00 - St. Dimitrios the
Myrrhflowing
Sunday, November 12 at 10:00 - St. King Milutin
Tuesday, November 14 at 9:00 - Sts. Cosmas and Damian
Thursday, November 16 at 9:00 - Renovation of St. George
the Great Martyr Church
Sunday, November 19 at 10:00 - St. Paul the Confessor
Tuesday, November 21 at 9:00 - Synaxis of St. Archangel
Michael
Friday, November 24 at 9:00 - St. Stevan of Decani and
St. Princess Milica
Sunday, November 26 at 10:00 - St. John Chrysostom
(consecration of our chapel)



CPIICEA ITPABOCJABHA IIPKBEHA OITIUTHHA “CB. CABA”
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Phone: 617-246-9663

Dear parishioners,

With God's help and the blessings of St. Sava, the long
awaited dream of the Boston Serbs is realized; we finally
have our own place to gather for worship and to be with one
another. Congratulations to you on this great achievement!

I would like to once again thank you all for your generous
support. It really couldn't be done without you. Many
thanks to all of those who donated liturgical items which

are necessary for church services. Now that we have our own
church, I am inviting you to attend services as frequently as
possible. '

In the past few weeks our parish has been very active.
In addition to church services, our Sunday School program
began for our children. If you know of any other children
who may be interested, please refer them to our parish.
There has been a rise in interest for an adult religion
class. If you would like more information on this, please
see me. We are also always looking for new choir members
to join us on Sundays. See Katarina Miljkovic, our choir
director, for details.

Our parish started collecting money, clothing, food, and
medicine for the refugees from Krajina and Bosna. To date,
we have collected and sent 150 boxes of clothing, as well
as, $4,485. We are continuing with these efforts because the
need of our suffering people is great.

I would also like to remind you that our annual meeting
and the election of officers will be held on Sunday,
November 12th after the Divine Liturgy. All members please
plan to attend.

Finally, on November 26, 1995, our church will be
consecrated during the Divine Liturgy by His Grace Bishop
Mitrofan. This is a glorious event for our parish and we
should all come together to celebrate this day with our
Bishop. A luncheon will be held after the Divine Liturgy at
the Knights of Columbus Hall in Wakefield.

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Aleksandar Vlajkovic
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CPIICKA NNPABOCIIABHA EITAPXUJA UCTOYHOAMEPUUKA
THE SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH - DIOCESE OF EASTERN AMERICA
The Rt. Rev. Mitrofan, Diocesan Bishop

THE CHURCH RELIEFCOMMITTEE
2110 Haymaker Road, Monroeville, PA 15146

V. Rev. Dragoljub C. Malich
Chairman, (412) 372-4454

FAX (412) 372-4454

Robert Rade Stone, Esquire
Co-Chairman, (412) 391-5540
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His Grace PBishop Mitrofan and the
Diocesan Church Relief Committee wish to
express sincere gratitude and FHLANKS

20

for your generous donation of S /000 =

to the Church (Relief Fund for the Serﬁum

refugees and many thousands of uprooted
and homeless Serbian Orthodox Sraithful in
the fomer and present Y ugoslavia.

May God reward you richly for
your participation in our mutual effortto
ease their pain and suﬁering.

O HANKY OUand GOD
BIESS YO
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Date:

Iparu

Heroso ITpeocserrrencTso, Emickon
rocnoaun Mutpodan u OnGop Enapxuje 3a
INomoh M3bernuua xene na Bam
HjTOIUTHje 3aXBaJie Ha BameM I1eMeRUTOM
napy on $___/000
¢ormy 3a noMoh u3GErnuuA u mesor Bamer
crpapangor Cpnckor Hapona Ba TepuTopuju
GMBIOC M OaHalDbe Jyroncasuje, DOCEGHO
Bocue u Xepuerosune u Cpncke Kpajune.

MonumMo ce T'ocnoay na Bac Gorato
Harpaau 3a Baie memeruTo yqeuhe y oBom
BaZKHOM Y 33jcOIHHUYKOM MOOYXBaTy Aa
y611aXKKMo 6O ¥ NaTH=e Hallle CTpajaniHe
Gpahe u cecTapa.

XBAJIA BAM U BOT' HEKA BAC
BITAT'OCIIOBMH.

Oor the Church Refief Committee:

> 2 4;4[4", o0

D. Rev. . Pragoljub C. Malich, Chairman
Robert Rade Stone, Co-Chairman
Nell Koglina, @ reasurer

SEND ALL CHECK TO: Diocesan Church Relief Committee
Attention: Nell Kozlina, 1608 Main Street, Aliquippa, PA 15001
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CPIICEA ITPABOCJ/IABHA IIPKBEHA OIIIUTHHA “CB. CABA”
“St. Snva’" Serbian @Grihodox Ghureh

OF BOSTON

33 W. Water Street, Wakefield, MA 01880
Phone: 617-246-9663

SPISAK PRILOZNIKA ZA DOBROTVORNi FOND EPARHIJE ISTOCNOAMERICKE
OD 26 AVGUSTA DO 24 SEPTEMBRA

1. Milutin Matin $ 100
2. Vera & Paul Hess 25
3. Dmitar & Petra Brujic 50
4. Srdjan Nickovic 100
5. Milan & Dushanka Bjelotomic 100
6. Ivanka Cvijanovic 70
7. Jasmina Spector 50
8. Mirjana Kondic 100
9. Vera & Aleksandar Velickovic 100
10. Zoran 2Zvonar 100
11. Kiyoshi Igusa & Gordana Todorov 100
12. David & Nada Sizemore 100
13. Peter & Mimi Gregory 100
14. David & Slavojka Sheehan 100
15. Gregory & Mirjana Bishop 50
16. Bette Denich 20
17. Igor Najfeld 40
18. Milan & Linda Obradovich 20
19. Alexander Pancic 100
20. Brian Milos 100
21. Olga Rakich 100
22. Serbian American A111ance (SANE) 1000
23. Dusan & Violeta Stanojevic 200
24. Rev. Aleksandar & Vera Vlajkovic 100
25. Predrag G. Kovijanic 100
26. Alexander Trbovich 100
27. Mladen Spajic 100
28. Zoran Coric 50
29. Predrag Savic 100
30. Costas & Olympia Statis 100
31. Sinisa i Svetlana Mesarovic 100
32. Sally Radovick 100
33. Alex & Ljilja Grkovic 200
34. Rasko Ojdrovic & Miljana Bovan 100
35. SANE 500
36. Anonymous 10

Total $4485




JETHOM ITATPUOTHY KOJU KAXKE:
"TTOBOJBHO JE BUTU [IOBAP
CPBVH, A BEPA JE CITOPEJHO"!

M ja kaxeM: NOBO/LHO je GHTH noGap (‘me{ anyg no
yrile@y Ha Haj6osbe u HajcnaBHuje CpGe, KOjH Cy ce jaBWJIH Ha
H3NIO0XOH JbyqU y OBOME CBETY 3a MHHYJTHX XHJbaJly ONIHHA. Ho
He cMeM fa KaXeM Kao TH: Bepa je crnopegHo! Jep 6u Me cBH
Cp6Hu yTepanu y nax. -

Hobap cu Cpb6uH, ako MMalll cJIaTKy OylLly Kpasba Bna-
JUMHpa, H3ApXJbUBOoCcT HeMakuHy, xprcTosbyGibe CaBuHO, peB-
HoBakbe MMWIYTHHOBO, KpoTocT [leuaHckora, cMepHocT Ypo-
11eBy, MOXpTBOBawe JlazapeBo, BUTELITBO CTpaxHHHHO, NpaB-
noby6sbe MapkoBo, cpue JyroBuha Majke, noysmawe Munn-
4yHHO, 6saroct JeBpocuMuHy, MuiocT KocoBke feBojke, Tpne-
JbHBOCT nopobJsbeHora polsba, BHAOBHTOCT CJIENMHX Tryciapa,
MYIpPOCT CpIICKHMX MNomnoBa H Kanybepa, CTHI/LMBOCT HapORHHX
IeBojaka, HajaxHyhe HapogHHX NeBaya, AAPOBHTOCT HapOXHHX
3aHaT/Hja, OTMEHOCT HapOOHHUX TKa/ka H Be3WJba, jacHohy
HapOJIHHX TOC/IOBHYApa, YMEPEHOCT H ONMEPEHOCT CPNCKHX
ceJbaka, Cjaj KPCHE CJ1aBe CBHX KPIUTEHHX Cp6Ga.

Ho, Huje 14 cBe oBo off Bepe? BauCTHHY, H OCHOBa H noTka
cBeMy HabpojaHoM jecTe Bepa XPpHCTOBa.  AKO JIM TH HeMall y
ce6H HH jemHy op MobGpojaHHX BpJIMHA CIABHMX TH TNpefaka,.a
unax ce Hasupawl CpGHHOM, OHf]a CH CaMo jemya qyﬁeﬂa drEpMa
. TIO Mpa3HOM nyhauy A TO, MHCJIHM, HE XEJIHMO HH ja TeOH, HH
TH ce6H. - :

Pehn HeKOMe: 6ynn noGap CpGuH a Bepa je cnopemxo HCTO
je wrTo B petm jenHoj oBuM: Gyou TH caMo yro;eua a nauia je
cnopenuo |

He moxe HiKo 6utH no6Gap CpG6KH a fa npe cBera Huje
po6ap YOBeK.



Y cBeTy HUTH je OMJIO NMTH NMAaK UMa MKaKBE Cune, Koja
MOXe UOBeKa YUMHHTH CaBpLICHO HOGPHUM, OCHM CcHie Bepe

Xpucrose!

HEMOJ, OAKIJE, XEJETHU CPIICTBO BE3 (AIIP—
XHUHE!

HE BMO TH 4YOBEK BE3 ITAMETH HYT()BO’BA,
HU CPBHVH BE3 BEPE OPTAK!

To T xenuM 1 no3gpaBsbaM.

Eauckoit Hukonaaj, acuuxu
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miracles, but by something that moved their
hearts about him. . . If you ask anyone who
knew Archbishop John what it was that
drew people o him—and still draws people
whonever knew him—the answer is always
the same: he was overflowing with love; he
sacrificed himself for his fellow men out of
absolutely unsellish Jove for God and for
them. This is why things were revealed to
~ him which could not get through to other
people and which he could never have
known by natural means.”

FROM KHARKOV TO SHANGHAI

Archbishop John was bom Michael
Maximovitch on June 4, 1896, in the prov-
ince of Kharkov in southern Russia. In his
family’s ancestry was a saint: Saint John
Maximovitch of Tobolsk, who reposed in
1715 and was canonized in 1916,

While growing up, Michael immersed
himself in the lives of saints, not only study-
ing them with a passion but also striving to
emulate them. At Kharkov University he
spent more time reading these lives than
attending classes; nonctheless he was an
excellent student.

In 1921, during the Russian Civil War,
Michael and his family were evacuated to
P-lgrade, Yugoslavia, where he attended
the University of Belgrade and graduated in
1925 in the faculty of theology. In 1926 he
was tonsurcd a monk with the name John,
after Saint John Maximovitch of Tobolsk.
At the same time he was made a hierodea-
con, and the following year a hicromonk
(pricst-monk). From 1929 to0 1934 he wasa
teather and tutor at the Serbian Seminary
of SaintJohn the Theologian in Bitol. There
he served the Divine Liturgy in Greck for the
local Greek and Macedonian communilics,
who had the greatest esteem for him.

In 1934 it was decided to raise Hiero-
monk John to the rank of bishop. As for
Father John himsell, nothing was farther
fromhis mind. A lady who knew him relates
how she met him at this time on a streetcar
in Belgrade. He told her that he was in town
by mistake, having been sent for in place of
some other Hicromonk John who was to be
consecrated bishop! When she saw him the

‘next day he informed her that the situation
was worse than he had thought: it was him
they wished o make bishop! When he had
protesicd that this was out of the question,

since he had a speech defect and could not
cnunciate clearly, he had only been told that
the Prophet Moses had had the same diffi-
culty.

Father John was consecrated bishopon
May 28, 1934, and assigned to the diocese
of Shanghai. He arrived in Shanghai in late
November, on the Feast of the Entrance of
the Mother of God into the Temple, and
found a large cathedral uncompleted and 2
jurisdictional conflict to resolve, The first
thing he did was 1o restore church unity, He
established contact with Serbs, Greeks, and
Ukrainians. He paid special atteation to re-
ligious education and made it a rule to be
present it the oral examinations of the cat-
echismclasses inall the Orthodox schoolsin
Shanghai. He at once became a protector of
various charitable and philanthropic socie-
ties and actively participated in their work,
especially after seeing the needy circum-
stances in which the majority of his flock,
refugeesfromthe Soviet Union, were placed.
Henever went visiting for teato therich, but
he was 10 be secn wherever there was need,
regardless of times and weather,

Bishop John officiated in the Shanghai
cathedral every moming and evening, even
whensick. Hecelebrated the Divine Liturgy
daily, as he was to do for the rest of his life,
and if for some reason he cZuld not serve,
he would still receive Holy Communion.
No matter where he was, he would not miss
a service.

He wore clothing of the cheapest Chi-
nesc fabric, and soft slippers or sandals,
always without socks no mater what the
weather, Heoficn went barefoot, sometimes
after having given his sandals away to some
poor man. He cven served the Litwrgy bare-
foot, for which he was severely criticized.

Driven by divine love, he visited the
sick every single day, hearing confessions
and giving Holy Communion. If the condi-
tion of a paticnt should become critical, he
would go to him at any hour of the day or
night 10 pray at his bedside. Countless
miracles of healing were performed through
his prayers. During the Japanese occupation
of Shanghai, it was extremely dangerous to
walk on the streets at night, and most people
took care (0 be home by dark. Bishop John,
however, paying no heed o the danger,
continued 10 visit the sick and needy at any
hourof'the night, and he was never touched.

With the coming of the communists,
the Russians in China were forced once
again 1o flee, most of them through the
Philippine Islands. In 1949 approximately

| 5,000 refugees from the Chinese mainland

were living in an International Refugee Or-
ganizationcamp on the island of Tubabaoin
the Philippines. Bishop John himself went
to Washington, D.C., to get his people 0
America. He stayed for many days in suc-
cession in the waiting room of the ministry
of external affairs until he extracted the per-
mit for his thousands of refugees tocome to
the New World, including the sick, whichno
one had managed to do previously.

APOSTLE TO WESTERN EUROPE
The exodus of his flock from China
accomplished, Blessed John (by now raised
to the rank of Archbishop) was given in
1951 a new field for his pastoral endeavor:
he was sent to the Archdiocese of Western
Europe, with his see first in Paris, and later
in Brusscls. In Westem Europe, he took 2
deep interest not only in the Russians of the
Diaspora, for whom he exerted himself tire-
lessly in labors similar to those for which he
had been known in Shanghai, butalsoin the
local inhabitants. His reputation for holi-

ness spread among the non-Orthodox ar-

well as the Orthodox population. In one of
the Catholic churches of Paris, a priest
strove toinspire his young people withthese
words: “You demand proofs, you say that
now there are neither miracles nor saints.
Why should [ give you theoretical proofs,
when loday there walks in the streets of Paris
a Saint—-Saint Jean Nus Pieds (Saint John
the Barefoot).” '

As bishop of Westem Europe, Arch-
bishop John demonstrated a far-seeing ap-
ostolic vision of the spread of Orthodoxy in
non-Orthodox lands. While in France, he
once said: “God allowed the Russian Revo-
lution to take place, in order that the Russian
Church might become purged and purified
and that the Orthodox Faith might be dis-
seminated across the whole world. . . The
Church is One, but each nation has its own
calling within that Oneness.”

Once he was asked: “Nearly all the

peoples of the earth have had the Gospel
preached 10 them, Does this mean that it's
the end of the world, as the Scriptures say?”
“No.” he replied, “The Gospel of Christ
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must be preached throughout the world in
an Orthodox context. Only then will theend
come.”

This vision wasreflected in Archbishop
John's pastoral approach to individuals,
brotherhoods, and young churches which
were struggling to bring Orthodoxy to new
lands. His approach is especially instructive
10 us as Orthodox Christians in the New
World, and therefore we will attempt to
describe it at some length.

In 1952,ayear after coming to Western
Europe, Archbishop John paid an unex-
pected visit to the Dutch Orthodox Monas-
tery of Saint John the Baptist, on his own
initiative. This monastery, composed of
Dutch coaverts to Orthodoxy, had as its
purpose the Orthodox mission to the Dutch
people, translating the Divine Service books
into Dutch, and celebrating the entire daily
cycle of services in the Dutch language
according to the Typicon. Archbishop John
inspected the monastery's whole church,
the altar and all that was on it, the service
books, the icons. He stayed for an hour or
more and seemed very pleased with the
missionary labors of the Fathers there. Then
he said to them, “If you are ever in difficul-
ties, you can come to me,” and he left.

In 1953 the monastery and the whole
Dutch Orthodox Church was in trouble.
Theother Eastern Orthodox Churches failed
1o appreciate the need for the existence of a
Dutch Orthodox Church for converts. The
Dutch Church asked Archbishop John to
become their bishop, which he did in Janu-
ary, 1954, This meant real protection for the
Dutch Orthodox Church for as long as he
was alive. He defended the use of the Dutch
language for Orthodox services and other
adaptations to the Dutch situation, and he
fought for the young and vulnerable Dutch
Orthodox community against all kinds of
attacks.

He did the same for the Orthodox
Church of France, composed of converts
from among the French people. In 1957 he
met this Church’s founder, the talented and
creative Father Eugraph Kovalevsky; and
two years later, at its request, he took the
Freach Church under his archpastoral pro-
tection and care. He became very active in
helping the budding Church, visiting its
parishes, blessing chapels, ordaining pricsts,
and teaching at the Church’s theological

schoolof Saint-Denis. Being fluentin French,
he celebrated the Divine Liturgy that Father
Eugraph had researched and revived: the
ancient Gallic Rite of Saint Germain of
Paris, used in France before the Church was
subjected to the See of Rome.
Interestingly, although Archbishop
John had been appointed as the local ruling
bishop of the French Church, he did not at
all oy to place it under his control or under
some foreign bureaucracy. The French
Church, Archbishop John believed, had 10
have a bishop from among its own people,
and the obviouschoicelayinFather Eugraph.
Unfortunately, with the exception of Metro-
politan Anastassy, who soon retired, all the
hierarchsof ArchbishopJohn’s Church were

unwilling to participate in Father Eugraph’s
consecration. As one Frenchman noted,
however: “Nothing made Archbishop John

_abandon an action when he decided it was

the will of God.” Having been by this time
stationed in San Francisco, he meant to
consecrate Father Eugraph in that city's
cathedral; and, against outspoken opposi-
tion, he made Father Eugraph a bishop with
the help of 2 Romanian hierarch whom he
himself had consecrated (Bishop Theophil
lIonescu). At the consecration in the San
Francisco Cathedral, he performed the an-
cient Gallic Liturgy. It was nothing less than
revolutionary to have~—in this immigrant
Russian church—such a strange yet splen-
did service in the French language.

icon made in preparation for the canonization of Blessed John (scheduled for summer, 1994)



Why had Archbishop John been so
adamant in helping the French Church
against all opposition? He knew he had to
nurture and care for every small attempt 10
restore Western Europe to her buried Ortho-
dox heritage. Universal Orthodoxy had re-
turned 1o the West, and it had 10 find and
cherish its spiritual roots there if it was to
thrive and grow. In 1960, while serving the
Litwrgy of Saint Germain for the first time,
Archbishop John preached to the faithful of
France: “Wesincerelyand warmly wish that
the Orthodox Faith, firmly restored in
France, will once again become the Faith of
the French people asit isof the Russians, the
Serbians, and the Greeks. May Orthodox
France be reborn, and may the Divine bene-
diction be upon this Orthodox France!™

One of Archbishop John's first acts as

bishop of Western Europe was (o establish
the proper foundation for the veneration of
Western saints in the Orthodox Church. In
1952 he compiled a list of Wesiern saints
who until then had not been vencrated by
the Eastern Church, This he presented 1o his
fellow hicrarchs, saying that these saints
should be glorified equally with other saints:
and the list was approved.

ArchbishopJohn believed that, in what-
ever land an Orthodox Christian found him-

self, it was hisresponsibility to venerateand |

pray (o its national and local saints, Wher-
ever Archbishop John had been—China,
France, Belgium, the Netherlands, Italy,
Serbia, Tunisia—he had researched the lives
of the Jocal Orthodox saints, He had gone to
the churches housing their relics, performed
services in their honor, and asked the Ortho-
dox pricsts there 10 do likewise, By the end
of his life, his knowledge of saints, both
Western and Eastemn, was seemingly limit-
less. Asanapostle, he called uponeach local
saint he learned about, each new brother or
sister in the Body of Christ, to provide
heavenly help in evangelizing new lands.

A SAINT IN AMERICA

Blessed John was appointed 1o the dio-
cesc of San Francisco and Westermn America
in November, 1962. Suddenly the Russian

Orthodox community in San Francisco, .

parly composed of people whom he had
rescued from Communist China, became
alive. Donations poured in for the building
of the new “Joy of All Who Sorrow”™ Cathe-

dral. Fellowships and charities were estab-
lished, and church activity in general in-
creased ina wave of enthusiasm. Now in old
age, Archbishop John did not slacken his

pace at all, but continued visiting and pray-

ing for people in need throughout the day
and night One bishop who was close o him
said that, if he himself were to try 1o follow
Archbishop John's schedule, he would be
dead within two weeks,

Asbishop of San Francisco, Aschbishop
John put greatemphasis on the veneration of
all the saints of America, including the most
local of all saints, the Native American Peter
the Aleut, who suffered martyrdom in San
Francisco. Archbishop John had an espe-
cially great devotion o Blessed Father Her-
man of Alaska as a patron of the American
Orthodox mission. In 1962, when presented
with an icon of Blessed Herman depictedin
a halo, the Archbishop did not hesitate to
vencrate and pray before it, despite the fact
that Father Herman was not yet canonized.
On the anniversary of Blessed Hennan's
reposc in 1965, he made this veneration

‘public by bringing the icon into the cathe-

dral and having the choir sing the troparion
hymn 1o the saint. At the same service he
expressed his hopes for America through
the heavenly intercession of Blessed Her-
man. He tried 1o get other hierarchs to take
part in a joint canonization of Father Her-
man, which finally occurred in 1970, four
years after Archbishop John’s death.
Although hampered byalimited knowl-
edge of English, Archbishop John was de-
termined that the fullness of Orthodoxy be
made available to Americans in their native
tongue. When he came to San Francisco,
the Jocal church publication Pravoslavny
Blagovesinik (Orthodox Messenger) had
been solely in Russian, He said he wanted at
least onc article in English to be inclbded in
each issue. He was so adamant that not a
single issue be without an English article
that he would call late at night oreasly in the
moming (0 make sure the-article had been
submitied 10 the press. The main writer of
these articles was an American convert to
Onhodoxy, the future Father Seraphim Rose,
At the beginning of 1966 Archbishop
John decreed that an English Liturgy be
served in the San Francisco cathedral on the
first Sunday of every month; and he himself
cclebrated the first service. He was very sup-
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portive of the efforts of the newly formed
Father Herman Brotherhood o introduce Or-
thodoxy 10 Americans, first through a city-
storefront Orthodox book and icon center
(the first of its kind in America), and then
through Orthodox publications in English.

These attempts of Archbishop John to
make Orthodoxy available 1o the English-
speaking world may not seem impressive 1o
the reader of the present day, now that so
much Orthodox material has come out in
English. But one must remember that, until
Archbishop John came to the cathedral in
San Francisco, everything there was in Rus-
sian or Slavonic, and no one had the vision
10 see that anything else wasneeded. Atthat
time, very few Americans were converting
10 Orthodoxy, and those who did were usu-
ally intellectuals who leamed Russian or
Greek and ook theirplace as foster children
in ethnic Orthodox communitics. Arch-
bishop John was truly a pioneer in his effort
1o tum this situation around, and it is certain
that he would have done much, much more
had he been granted 10 live longer here in
America,

Another point about Archbishop John
that has relevance to the American Ostho-
dox mission is that he said there was *'no
such thing” as separated Church “jurisdic-
tions.” Although in an old-calendar, anti-

“SovietChurch, heconcelebrated withclergy
from new-calendar Churches and from the
official Church in Russia, which was at that
time under Soviet domination, He even
commemorated the Patriarch of Moscow,
Alexis 1, along with his own chief hierarch,
Metropolitan Anastassy. All these actions
were considered absolutely taboo by many
of his fellow bishops, but Archbishop John
followed his conscience, not the party line.

This was one of the reasons why, at the
end of his life, Archbishop John endured a
fierce persecution, directed againsthimbya
faction within his own parish and instigated
and encouraged by some of his own brother
bishops. It is a sad indictment against us Or-
thodox Americans that this true Apostle and
Saint had to undergo the worst tribulation of
his life during the relatively brief time (only
three and a half years) he lived here in Amer-
ica—and not at the hands of American secu-
larism or liberal politics or the mass media,
butat the hands of Orthodox Christians like
ourselves, whodid nothing worse than listen



to public “church” opinion.

Blessed John's persecution began
when a document began to be circulated
worldwide by people in the Church, accus-
ing him of having communist sympathies.
When this failed to oust him from his epis-
copal position, he was forced to appear in
publiccourttoanswer chargesof conceal-
ing financial dishonesty by the parish
council. The trial lasted three days and
made front-page headlines, All of the ac-
cused were completely exonerated, but the
accusers continued to invent new charges,
making appeals to the court almost until the
time of Archbishop John's death,

Itbroke Archbishop John's heart to see
suchathing perpetrated by his own brothers
in the faith and in the episcopacy. To one
close parishioner he was known to have
said, “I am alone in all this,” He was fol-
lowing his Master Christ to Golgotha, and
like Him he forgave his tormentors. When
asked who was to blame for all the church
discord that had occurred, he replied sim-
ply. “The devil.”

A SEED PLANTED IN
AMERICAN SOIL
OnJuly 2 (June 19 by the Julian Calen-

dar), 1966, at the conclusion of a Litngy. ,

that he celebrated in Seautle, Archbishop
John spent three hours praying in the altar,
He then went o his room in the parish
building near the church. After a few min-
utes had passed, he washeard to fall. Having
been placed in a chair by those who ran to
help him, he breathed his last peacefully and
with litle evident pain.

Evidently Archbishop John had fore-
seen his end some months in advance. In
May he had t0ld a woman whom he had
known for many years, “I will die soon, at
the end of June .. . not in San Francisco, but
in Seattle.” Again, on the evening before he
left for Seaule, he astonished a man for
whom he had just done a church service
with the words, “You will notkiss my hand
again.”

The day after his death, Archbishop
John's body arrived at the San Francisco
cathedral, and there begana vigil that wasto
last forover four days. In all these days there
was an extraordinary outpouring of love.
Everyone suddenly discovered himself an
orphan, for to each the Archbishop had been
the one person most near, most understand-
ing, mostloving. Hardened enemiescame
to beg forgiveness in death of a man who
had held no ill-will for them while living.

The vigil culminated in the funeral,
during which nearly two thousand people
overflowed the large cathedral, their num-
ber not diminishing for ‘over six hours.
There was a feeling of quiet joy, even
though the whole congregation, as with one
voice, was literally heaving with waves of
loud sobs. When the body was carried
three times around the cathedral afier the
funeral, it was a veritable triumphal pro-
cession. In the words of Father Seraphim
Rose, who was preseat, “It was as if one
were attending, no longer the funeral of a
deceased hierarch, but the uncovering of the
relics of a newly proclaimed saint.”

The next moming, people were already
at Archbishop John's sepulcher undemeath

the cathedral, praying to him for his inter-
cession. Ina pleading voice they spoke to

“the blessed one just as they had when he

was alive. Thus began Archbishop John's
posthumous veneration. Miracles began
happening at his sepulcher, many of which
have been recorded and published; and up
1o this day they continue to occur in the lives
of thase who call on his heavenly help,
Archbishop John—a wonder-worker
and apostle of the same stature as the ancient
saints—has walked the same American
streets that we walk. In laying his holy,
incorrupt relics to rest on our own soil, he
has planted a seed for the future blossoming

" of American sanctity. Butitisa seed thatwe

must water with our blood and tears, for to
follow in his footsteps meansto follow Jesus
Christ Himself on the path to Golgotha,
crucifying ourselves out of love for God
and neighbor, and, when being crucified by
others, toendure itall in the spiritof undying
devotion.

Father Damascene Christensen isamonkof
the Saint Herman of Alaska Monastery,
Platina, California; the editor of The Ortho-
dox Word, and the awhor of Not of This
World: The Life and Teaching of Father
Seraphim Rose. .

‘The main source for this article has been the
Prima Vita (First Life) of Archbishop John
by Father Seraphim Rose. For the complete
text of this Vita, together with numerous
source materials on Archbishop John’s life,
see Blessed John the Wonderworker (Saint
Herman Brotherhood, 1987).

REMEMBER YOUR CHURCH AND YOUR DIOCESE
WITH YOUR GENEROUS CHRISTMAS DONATION.

ALSO, REMEMBER SUFFERING AND HOMELESS
OUR SERBIAN ORTHODOX BRETHREN.

SUPPORT THE CHURCH RELIEF FUND
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_CHRISTIAN CHARITY, COMPASSION AND MERCY

~ Just as, therefore, it is a vice of the stomach to retain and not distribute food,
.and thus cause injury to the whole body; so likewise it is a vice to the rich when
they retain among themselves those things which they possess for this injures
them and others.

St. John Chrysostom

There are necessities without which life is impossible, for example, the fruits
of the earth are necessary, and if the earth does not produce, life is impossible.
Clothing to cover us, a roof and walls, shoes—these belong to the necessities,
but all other possessions are superfluous.

St. John Chrysostom

Behold how only a few things suffice for you; nor does God ask much of you.
Seek as much as he has given you, and from that take as much as is necessary;
the superfluous things which remain are the necessities of others. The super-
fluities of the rich are the necessities of the poor. They who posses superfluities,
possess the goods of others. :

St. John Chrysostom

I know that God has given us the use of goods, but only as far as is necessary;
and He has determined that the use be common. It is absurd and disgraceful for
one to live magnificently and luxuriously when so many are hungry.

Clement of Alexandria

Instead of giving to the poor man out of what is yours, you are but restoring
something of that which belongs to him- For you have appropriated to be yours
alone the things that were given as a common possession for the use of all. The
earth belongs to all, not merely to the rich; yet those that enjoy their heritage are
fewer than those that do not enjoy it. Consequently you do but pay a debt,
instead of bestowing an alms.

St. Ambrose

Then they (the philosophers) regarded it as the office (requisite) of justice that
one should hold what is common, that is, what is public, as public property, and
what is private as one’s own. The latter institution, indeed, is not according to
nature; for nature has poured forth alf'things as a common gift for all. Thus God
decreed all things to be produced in such a way that there would be a common
substance for all, and that the earth might be a kind of common possession for
all. Nature, therefore, is the mother of common right, appropriation (usurpa-
tion) (the mother) of private right. _

13 ~ St. Ambrose
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